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Ohio Department of Natural Resources, Division of Oil and Gas Resources Management

h5bwΩǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ŀ ōŀƭŀƴŎŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǿƛǎŜ ǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ 
protection of our natural resources for the benefit of all

The Division of Oil and Gas Resources Management is responsible 
ŦƻǊ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƴƎ hƘƛƻΩǎ ƻƛƭ ŀƴŘ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ Ǝŀǎ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ 
ƻŦ ŀƭƭ hƘƛƻŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ǿƘƛƭŜ ŜƴǎǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ 
abundant natural resources are managed properly



Introduction

Å²ƘƻΥ ¢ƘŜ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ hƘƛƻΩǎ hƛƭ ŀƴŘ Dŀǎ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ
ÅWhat is an Orphan Well? 
ÅWhere are Orphan Wells?
ÅWhy now? House Bill 225
ÅWhen will this Orphan Well be plugged? 
ÅHow are Orphan Wells plugged?
ÅOrphan Well Program Highlights
ÅMAC Additions
ÅREM (Risk Evaluation Matrix)
ÅProgram Encumbrance



hƘƛƻΩǎ hƛƭ ŀƴŘ Dŀǎ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ

ÅThe Orphan Well Program was established in 1977
ÅOver 280,000 oil and natural gas wells have been drilled in Ohio

Time Period Oil Field Location Estimated Number of Wells

1880 - 1930 Trenton-Limestone Northwest Ohio 70,000

1880 ς1910 Ohio Shale Northeast Ohio 5,000

1880 ς1910 Shallow Sandstone Southeast Ohio 3,000

1860 ς1910 Mecca Field Trumbull County 2,500

1900 ςpresent Clinton Sandstone Statewide 85,000

муллΩǎΤ мфрлΩǎ ςpresent Berea Sandstone Statewide 13,000

мфслΩǎ ςpresent Trempealeau Morrow County 5,000

мфулΩǎ ςмффлΩǎ Knox Group NE to Central Ohio 2,500

Unregulated 
plugging and 
abandonment 
practices, 
including 
plugging with 
cannonballs, 
trees, and used 
tools; pulled 
casing, etc.



What is an Orphan Well?

Åhw/ мрлфΦлм ό//ύΥ άΨLŘƭŜ ŀƴŘ ƻǊǇƘŀƴŜŘ ǿŜƭƭΩ ƳŜŀƴǎ ŀ ǿŜƭƭ ŦƻǊ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀ ōƻƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŦƻǊŦŜƛǘŜŘ 
or an abandoned well for which no money is available to plug the well in accordance with this 
ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǊǳƭŜǎ ŀŘƻǇǘŜŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ƛǘΦέ 

ÅORC 1509.071 provides for the Orphan Well Program and charges the Chief with plugging idle 
and orphan wells, land surfaces, and correcting conditions that cause imminent health or safety 
risks at idle and orphan wells.



Where are Orphan Wells?

ÅOrphan wells have been found and plugged 
in a school gymnasium, in building 
basements, amongst homes, in farm fields, in 
waterways and wetlands and along 
shorelines, and within forests.

ÅConstruction access can be challenging and 
may require permits or approvals from 
federal, state, and/or local authorities 



Where are Orphan Wells?
2017 Project: Allen #1
Brenneman #1 (1 of 1)
Contractor: Hydrocarbon Well Services
Project Status: Complete



Where are Orphan Wells?

2019 Project: Coshocton #1
Dittmar-Hostetter #1 (1 of 3)
Contractor: Altier Brothers Inc.
Project Status: Awarded

Well Location



Where are Orphan Wells?
2018 Project: Perry #2
Jonathan Bope#3 (1 of 1)
Contractor: Hydrocarbon Well Services
Project Status: Completed


