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Ohio State Representatives join the oil and gas industry on 

the Desk and Derrick Industry Appreciation Boat Cruise.  

Ohio District 93 Representative Andy 

Thompson and wife, Jade. 

Ohio 20th District Senator Troy Balderson and 

former Senator Jimmy Stewart and wife.   

Interested in learning more about the potential impacts of natural gas development in the 

region, many area residents and business owners attended one of two special forums held 

Thursday in Marietta,  
 
A number of local residents have been contracted recently by oil and gas prospectors who 

are hoping to secure mineral leases. 
 
But for every lease offer, there is a landowner with questions, prompting the need for the 

forums, held at the Lafayette Hotel and sponsored by Peoples Bank and the Marietta Area 

Chamber of Commerce.  
 
About 80 people attended the early afternoon session, designed for business owners. The 

evening session, for landowners, drew a capacity crowd with 125 people in attendance.  
 
ñWe had another 80 on a waiting list who wanted to come,ò said Charlotte Keim, chamber 

president. ñWeôre considering doing this again because thereôs so much interest and so 

many questions.ò 
 
One of those in attendance was Robin Newhart, of Whipple, who said she was recently 

contacted about the prospect of leasing her land. She said the promises of upfront cash and 

royalties is tempting but she worries about potential dangers from the drilling. She asked 

the panel about risks, including the possibility of contaminating drinking water sources. 
 
ñA lawyer (who spoke earlier) said we have nothing to lose but if we have leaking frack 

water we have a lot to lose, "Newhart said.  

                                        (continued to page  21) 

Interest high for oil, gas forum 
August 26, 2011 By Brad Bauer-The Marietta Times  
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As we approach the upcoming fall and winter, it seems inclement weather will be the least of our prob-

lems.  With all of the public sentiment being aired about the supposed dangers of hydraulic fracturing 

(ñfracingò), the Ohio EPAôs new efforts in seeking air permits for production operations, the federal 

governmentôs targeting our industry for regulatory review, and the ever lurking danger of new taxes, 

state and local regulation, and new reporting requirements, it makes a muddy road to a well location 

seem like childôs play.  Your association will continue to be diligent in monitoring and reporting these 

issues that affect our industry, and will stay involved in the fight at all levels to insure that our input is 

heard, recognized, and understood when new rules are being promulgated, especially those that may ad-

versely affect all of us. 

With all of the excitement about the Utica play in Ohio and the billions of dollars that it will generate, it 

has put Ohio and our industry in the national spotlight.  Chesapeake Energy has estimated, in various 

publications, that this could boost their companyôs value by 15-20 billion dollars.  This play brings a 

boost to local economies, with many new jobs for people, both within our industry and related busi-

nesses, such as supply stores, motels, restaurants, etc.  With more companies getting involved in the 

Utica play, this will grow and receive additional attention, as more local companies gear up to meet the 

needs of this new play. 

SOOGA is getting ready for the Fall Trade Show and Golf Outing to be held September 14th. and 15th.  

The golf outing will be held September 14th. at Lakeside Golf  Course at Beverly, Ohio, followed by the 

Trade Show September 15th. at the Washington County Fairgrounds.  We are excited about the training 

sessions and technical presentations by the Bureau of Land Management, Marcellus Shale Coalition, the 

ODNR, and Larry Wickstrom on the Utica shale.  Meeting registrations have been mailed.  Please get 

your registration forms completed and sent in early, as this is a trade show you wonôt want to miss. 

Operate safely, be good stewards of the environment, and stay the course.  Our country needs us and our 

energy products. 

President 

Jim Javins 

** Annual Fall Trade Show Training Sessions**  

We still have space available to register for our upcoming training sessions held during our 

Annual Trade Show September 15th, 2011. The cost is $25.00 to attend three (3) classes of 

your choice. This is a great, inexpensive opportunity to offer your employees new or refresher 

classes.  

Call the SOOGA office today at 740-374-3202 or email your registration to mail@sooga.org   
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Wednesday, September 7th, 2011 

Ergon Fish Fry 
11:00 - 1:30 

St.Rt. 7, Reno, OH 
 

Wednesday, September 14th, 2011 
Fall Golf Outing/8th Annual Trade Show 

Thursday, September 15th, 2011 
Washington County Fairgrounds 

Marietta, OH  
 

Friday, October 14th, 2011 
Fall Clay Shoot 

Hilltop Sports, Whipple, OH 
 

November 1-30, 2011 
Fall Gun Giveaway  

2011 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
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