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SOOGA is happy to announce State Geologist and Division Chief, 

Larry Wickstrom, as the keynote speaker for the Trade Show 

luncheon. He will address the membership with a Utica Shale 

drilling activity update and give a resource assessment in Ohio. 

Mr. Wicksrom received both B.S. and M.S. degrees in geology 

from Kent State University. Mr. Wickstrom has been a geologist 

with the ODNR Division of Geological Survey since 1983, start-

ing as a staff geologist in the former Subsurface Geology Section. 

He has performed many geologic investigations that have led to 

over 40 publications and numerous speaking engagements before 

professional groups. Larry was promoted to Senior Geologist 

and Information Technology Coordinator in 1989 and became Supervisor of the Petro-

leum Geology Group (now the Energy Resources Group) in 1996. He has performed 

research roles, project management, and supervisory duties on the state's subsurface 

geologic framework; oil-, gas-, and coal-bearing strata; permit reviews; and geologic 

investigations on Class I (hazardous and industrial waste) injection sites, geologic CO2 

sequestration, abandoned underground mines, and coalbed methane. Until recently, 

Larry led the division's information technology and Geographic Information Systems 

efforts, directing projects on conversion to digital format and digital mapping. 

In August 2006, Larry was promoted to Assistant State Geologist and Assistant Divi-

sion Chief, and in November 2006, he was named acting Division Chief. Mr. Wick-

strom was appointed Ohioôs 12th State Geologist and Chief of the Division of Geo-

logical Survey in February 2007 by ODNR Director Sean D. Logan. 

The two day event starts on Wednesday, September 14th, with the Fall Golf Outing at 

Lakeside Golf Course, followed by a ñWelcoming Receptionò at the Fairgrounds for 

food, refreshments and golf prizes. 

On Thursday, September 15th, the morning Training Sessions will begin at 8 am and 

go until noon, with topics covering:  H2S Training with the new H2S Trailer, Light-

ning Dangers, ATV Safety Training, Compressor Maintenance, and Production Issues 

with Chemical Solutions. The afternoon sessions will include speakers from ODNRð 

Updates on State Regulations and Drilling on State Lands and Parks; and the Bureau 

of Land Managementð The Wayne National Forest Shale Coalition Group. 

The vendor booths will be open to attendees from 10 am until 4 pm. 

New to the Show this year, is the Red Cross Blood Mobile. They will be taking blood 

donations from 10 am to 2 pm. 

Visit www.sooga.org for complete event details and online registration. 

Chief Larry Wickstrom 

SOOGA Announces Larry Wickstrom As Keynote Speaker at the 

Trade Show Membership Luncheon on September 15 
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Your Board of Trustees and I are working for you each and everyday.  Sometimes, we work 
quietly behind closed doors and with others. When needed or to achieve the best results we 
will be right out front shouting and screaming. We have and will continue to support our indus-
try and your interests at every opportunity. I, again, encourage and ask that each of you also 
get involved, participate. Find your own best method; we must educate the general public as 
well as elected officials. I strongly believe we are a nation of hard working, good people who 
know right from wrong and can make up our own minds and will make the right decisions. Our 
industry is without a doubt one of the few bright spots in our economy. We are leaders, we will 
make our nation energy independent, and we will continue to fuel this nationôs growth and job 
market. 

 I read the newest Ernst and Young study that reveals the leading influence, we the 
ñIndependentôsò have had changing the direction of the oil and gas industry in the U.S. based 
on extracting oil and gas from the shale formations in North America with the majors following 
suit, as we well know. They reported 170% increase in upstream spending levels in 2010 vs. 
2009. The IPAA-commissioned, IHS report, found that onshore independents drill 94% of the 
nationôs onshore wells, accounting for 3% of the total U.S. workforce and 4% of total U.S. 
GDP.             

 

 UTICA and MARCELLUS SHALE DEVELOPMENT  

Quoting, Tom Stewart, ñTo be sure the shale play and those whoôve come to Ohio chasing it 
have attracted the well-hatersô venom.  The shale will likely be a significant event in the history 
of this stateôs industry. Itôs a big and exciting play pursued by large, well-capitalized producers. 
It will be an economic dynamo for Ohio. Thatôs small consolation to the conventional producer 
who cannot avoid the shrapnel launched by the ruckus.ò 

However I for one do believe there are and will be opportunities for all of us in the industry. Be-
ing a ñyoungò man of 50+ and third generation oil and gas, I have seen and worked through 
several of these cycles and watched as the ñbig playersò have come and gone as I am sure 
most of you have. We, the Appalachian independent producers and local service suppliers are 
a hardy breed and have prospered where others failed or were unwilling to tread. 

Seems we continue to set records. Those of you that attended the Spring Clay Shoot were part 
of the largest group of ñshootersò we have ever had. Thank you to everyone involved mem-
bers, sponsors, advertisers, board members and staff (Billie).  

Please mark your calendars and plan on attending this yearôs Trade Show on September 14th. 
and 15th.  We have a great schedule of speakers, training and events planned (additional infor-
mation included in this newsletter). 

 

Should Be ñGolfing.ò 

Wes Mossor, President  

http://www.mmsend2.com/link.cfm?r=734497461&sid=14146960&m=1404995&u=IPAA_comm&j=5760536&s=http://www.ipaa.org/news/docs/IHSFinalReport.pdf
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Friday, June 17th, 2011 
Spring Clay Shoot 

Hilltop Sports, Whipple, OH   
 

July 29, 2011 
Desk and Derrick Boat Ride 

Valley Gem 
Marietta, OH  

 
Wednesday, September 14th, 2011 

Fall Golf Outing/8th Annual Trade Show 
Thursday, September 15th, 2011 
Washington County Fairgrounds 

Marietta, OH  
 

Friday, October 14th, 2011 
Fall Clay Shoot 

Hilltop Sports, Whipple, OH 
 

November 1-30, 2011 
Fall Gun Giveaway  

2011 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
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